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New Twin Tunnels project in the works

EAGLE COUNTY — Traffic on 
Interstate 70 between Vail and 
Denver will be complicated again 
this year, thanks to yet another 
project at the Twin Tunnels just 
east of Idaho Springs.  

The Colorado Department of 
Transportation’s Transportation 
Commission on Thursday ap-
proved a $55 million project to 
widen the westbound Twin Tunnel. 
The project comes on the heels of 
a 2013 project that widened the 
eastbound bore of the tunnels. The 
detours used for that work are still 
in place and will be used for the 
westbound tunnel project.

“Both of these initiatives mark 
significant progress for one of the 
most challenging transportation 
issues facing Colorado,” CDOT 
Executive Director Don Hunt 

said. “All the parties have worked 
together in creating a shared 
vision for this corridor that once 
implemented will enable us to 
reduce congestion and improve 
safety.”

Hunt added that a “memoran-
dum of understanding” between 
the state, Clear Creek County and 
the city of Idaho Springs “will 
allow Colorado to make more 

progress on I-70 than we have 
seen in decades.”

In addition to the 2014 tunnel 
work, the state also plans to add 
a “peak period shoulder lane” to 
I-70 between Empire Junction 
and Idaho Springs. During peak 
travel periods for parts of the year, 
the eastbound shoulder would be 
used as a third, express toll lane. 
Transportation officials say the 

new lane will expand capacity — 
particularly for traffic headed to 
the Winter Park area to and from 
Denver — without expanding the 
highway’s footprint. That lane is 
expected to be open to traffic by 
July 2015.

‘MOUNTAINS ARE OPEN’
State officials and local officials 

put a lot of time and effort into 
the 2013 tunnel project, trying to 
educate motorists about expected 
traffic delays and provide options 
to travelers — including special 
deals on dining and lodging for 
people who wanted to stay in the 
mountains for an extra few hours. 

The campaign to let people 
know that the “mountains are 
open for business” apparently suc-
ceeded if Vail summer sales tax 
revenues are any indication. 

On the other hand, the tunnel 
project created some problems for 
companies that have vehicles on 
that stretch of highway.

Seth Minkoff, a dispatcher 
for Eagle County-based Green 
Limousine, said last year’s project 
made it more difficult to move 
drivers and passengers between 

the Vail Valley and Denver. Four-
hour trips often turned to six-
hour trips, Minkoff said, making 
it more difficult for his company 
to schedule service.

And Ken Hoevy, owner of lo-
cally-based AlpenGo Mountain 
Transportation, said he believes 
education and strict enforcement 
of existing traffic laws might be 
more helpful than spending mil-
lions on widening one stretch of 
highway. In Hoevy’s view, without 
widening the entire corridor 
between Vail and Denver, getting 
dawdling motorists out of the 
highway’s left lane would be more 
beneficial.

By Scott N. Miller
smiller@vaildaily.com

Project will widen 
westbound 
tunnel bore  

WHAT’S THE PLAN?
 Widening the westbound 
bore of the Twin Tunnels 
near Idaho Springs.

 Estimated cost: $55 million.
 Another project will add an 
eastbound toll lane between 
Empire Junction and Idaho 
Springs.

For more information, go to 
www.coloradodot.info.

The eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels near Idaho Springs has been 
widened from two to three lanes. Now, the Colorado Department of 
Transportation has approved a $55 million project to widen the  
westbound tunnel.
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TWIN TUNNELS, A4

970.926.2121
in Edwards Plaza Between I-70 & Hwy 6

ONE GREAT LOCATION SINCE 1989

Take-N-Bake
by the dozen or half a dozen

•Chili rellenos • tamales • burritos
By the pint or quart

•Salsa • guacamole • chili con queso

Mon-Fri 
10:30am-10pm   

Sat & Sun 
7:30am-10pm

281 Bridge Street, Vail 
(970) 476-1450  
www.brandesscadmus.com

The epitome of location in one of Vail Village’s most 
iconic buildings, The Bell Tower.  The home evokes 
the grand lodge feeling of Colorado’s western heritage 
while enjoying one level of generous living space.  
The home features a gourmet kitchen, four designer 
furnished bedrooms, and office.  Bell Tower 201 also 
includes Founder’s Garage Space #1. 

Offered at $5,950,000

BELL TOWER CONDO #201

VAIL VILLAGE'S FINEST 

THE LONGEST RUNNING AT&T 
AUTHORIZED DEALER IN THE

VAIL VALLEY. 
WE HAVE ALL THE LATEST 
PHONES AND TABLETS

IN STOCK!

WE TRANSFER PHOTOS
AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!

GLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRS
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970-949-6702
In Eagle-Vail

Professional Service,
Competitive Pricing

FREE CONSULTATION

Google “Dan Shipp DUI”

YOU HAVE 7 DAYS
after your arrest to request a 

DMV Hearing or lose your Driver’s License

Defense Attorney - 35 years Experience
888-DAN-SHIPP (326-7447)

DUI
state of the art 

FACILITY

the finest 
COLLISION REPAIR

328-AUTO 
        (2886)

256 MARMOT LANE
IN EAGLE

FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE

NOW 
A L S O  I N 
EAGLE-VAIL 
VAIL DAILY BUILDING 
845-2277

alpine-collision.com
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