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Questions delay new Vail recycling law 

VAIL — Town officials have spent nearly four years creating a mandatory recycling law. On Tuesday they 
said the measure isn’t quite ready yet. 

After lengthy discussions in both the afternoon and evening sessions, Vail Town Council members voted 
Tuesday for a two-week delay before possibly giving final approval to a measure that would require the 
town’s trash haulers to provide recycling services to residents and businesses. Council members cited a 
number of potential problems with the proposed law as the reason for the delay. 

The reasons include questions about wildlife-proofing recycling containers, enforcement in hotels and 
condo complexes, and the prospect that some businesses might not be able to comply with the new 
regulations.  

Council member Margaret Rogers suggested that the new law should include a “hardship” provision 
granting businesses extra time to figure out how to include recycling bins in the limited space they now 
have for trash. Other council members agreed with Rogers’ idea, but details of just how a business might 
get extra time to comply with the ordinance will have to be hammered out over the next couple of 
weeks.  

Bear-proof BINS 

Bear-proof recycling bins — and the cost of those bins — pose a problem for council member Dave 
Chapin, who noted that the bear-resistant trash can at his home cost $300. Adding another $300 for a 
bear-proof recycling container would be a burden on many residents, Chapin said. 

Mayor Andy Daly asked if it might be possible to require people to put out their recycling only early in 
the morning on pickup days — something Chapin said would probably work. 

But council member Greg Moffet — who lives in a neighborhood rich with wildlife — questioned just 
how effective the ordinance could be at keeping wildlife away from the containers and reducing the 
town’s carbon footprint. 

“If we’re not bear-proofing (recyclables), why are we bear-proofing anything?” Moffet said.  

Moffet also questioned whether offering “single-stream” recycling, which is currently hauled to Summit 
County or Denver, actually makes the town more environmentally sustainable. The recycling facility at 
the Eagle County Landfill, near Wolcott, is “dual stream,” which relies on people separating their 
recyclables. County solid waste manager Ken Whitehead said that system puts cleaner, and ultimately 
more valuable, recycled material back into the market. 



Calling the recycling issue “incredibly complex,” Moffet said the law as written wouldn’t meet the town’s 
objective. 

Residents weigh in 

Resident Gwen Scalpello told the council that she’s concerned about enforcement, particularly in 
condos, townhomes and hotels. 

“It’s going to be very hard to get visitors to comply without having property managers turn into trash 
compliance officers,” Scalpello said.  

Recycling methods vary from community to community, Scalpello said, making it difficult for visitors to 
come to Vail and know the system here. A quick look at the trash and recycling containers around tells 
much of the story, she said. 

Fines for non-compliance also worried Scalpello.  

“The idea we’re going to be fined because we can’t separate our trash troubles me,” she said. 

But resident Marshal Turley urged the council to keep working on the regulations.  

“We’ve seen recycling succeed in many places,” Turley said. “We can make this succeed, or we can make 
it fail.” 

Turley urged the council to include a widespread education effort along with the new law, perhaps 
including a smartphone app. 

“People won’t know unless we inform them,” he said. 

When the ordinance comes back to the council March 18, it will include language about “hardships” and 
how to make recycling work in tight spaces. Other issues will include the prospect of color-coded bins 
for trash and recycling. 
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Vail council set to review recycling program Tuesday 

VAIL — After agreeing more than a year ago to take the necessary steps to implement town-wide 
recycling, the Vail Town Council will review on first reading an ordinance that will be used to create a 
multi-faceted approach to recycling at Tuesday’s evening meeting. The meeting begins at 6 p.m., and 
the recycling measure is the seventh item on the agenda. Public comments will be encouraged. 

Drafted with input from a 12-member recycling advisory committee representing restaurants, lodging, 
property managers, waste haulers, Eagle County, Vail Resorts, local nonprofits and citizens, the 



ordinance would transition recycling in Vail from the current voluntary status to mandatory levels 
beginning June 1. The mandate would apply to all residential, multi-family and commercial customers, 
similar to the town’s wildlife protection regulations.  

‘We’ve Come A Long Way’ 

The recycling ordinance is the culmination of a four-year process that has included discussions about the 
positive impacts of recycling as well as opportunities to address operational concerns identified by 
waste haulers, members of the business community and other interested parties. The effort has been 
coordinated by Kristen Bertuglia, the town’s environmental sustainability coordinator.  

“We’ve come a long way from where we started, and this ordinance will give Vail the tools we need to 
be a leader in waste diversion in the resort community,” Bertuglia said. “The participation from the 
advisory committee has been invaluable in addressing some of the challenges unique to Vail.” 

As drafted, haulers would be required to submit twice-yearly confidential reports to the town on the 
weight, in tons, of solid waste and recyclable materials collected. The ordinance also requires haulers to 
deliver recyclable materials to a recycling facility and to obtain a municipal solid waste collection 
registration with the town. 

The proposed ordinance also requires haulers to provide customers with information detailing volume-
based pricing options, container sizes and a list of materials required to be recycled. In addition, haulers 
would be required to provide a wildlife-resistant container for recyclables with curbside collection 
occurring at the same frequency as solid waste pickup. Customers would have a choice in selecting 
haulers who offer a single stream, single bin collection process, or a dual stream process in which items 
are sorted into multiple bins. 

Multifamily residential properties and commercial properties would be required to arrange for the 
means to recycle, such as a recycling dumpster or cart service. In each instance, multilingual labels 
would be required to be placed on the recycling containers to help customers know what materials are 
recyclable. 

Decrease Landfill Use by 2019 

Implementation of Vail’s community recycling mandate is one of several proposed actions that are being 
considered to fulfill a town initiative to reduce Vail’s landfill use by 25 percent by the year 2019. Current 
estimates indicate just 10 percent of residential household waste is being recycled in Vail compared to 
the national average of 35 percent while commercial customers in Vail Village and Lionshead recycle 
about 19 percent compared to 35 percent nationally. Vail has the potential to recycle 58 percent of the 
trash that is currently going to the landfill, according to Bertuglia. 

To view the proposed ordinance in its entirety, visit the town’s website at www.vail gov.com. To forward 
comments in advance of the meeting, email towncouncil@vailgov.com. For additional information, 
contact Bertuglia at 970-477-3455. 



“We’ve come a long way from where we started, and this ordinance will give Vail the tools we need to 
be a leader in waste diversion in the resort community.” 
Kristen Bertuglia 
Coordinator of environmental sustainability for Vail 

 


